
William Turner – the Kildwick Tiger-man 
 

William Turner was born in Glusburn, in 1771, and was baptised at St. Andrew’s church the following 
year.  

As a young adult, certainly before 1790, he joined the private army of the British East India Company 
and it is probable that later, as the Crown started to take control of the army, he transferred to the 
33rd (Yorkshire West Riding) Regiment of Foot, led by Arthur Wellesley, later the Duke of 
Wellington. 

It is certain that he was part of the British forces that participated in the Siege of Seringapatam that 
took place in 1799.  This was one of a number of unedifying actions by which the East India Company 
brought sizeable parts of India under British control.  This action ended the Fourth Anglo-Mysore 
war, and resulted in the defeat and death of the ruler of Mysore, Sultan Tipu – known as the Tyger of 
Mysore. 

Turner left the army shortly after and started a grocery business in Kildwick.  In 1802 he married a 
local woman, Margaret Barker.  The St. Andrew’s register records her as being a minor and it is likely 
that she was only 16; he was over 30.  

By this time, details of Turner’s time in India were becoming known; particularly the incident that 
had given him his nick-name of “Tiger”.  The story of Turner’s encounter with a tiger first appeared 
in print in a monthly magazine called the National Register, in August 1808. 

 



 

In 1837 a fuller account of the incident appeared in Rev. William Tyler's book “Natural History of 
Beasts, Birds and Fishes”.  This account is much less lurid and is clearly taken directly from Turner 
himself; nevertheless, it does have a certain “Boys’ Own” adventure feel to it. 

The full account is given on the following pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 
 

… and perhaps just a touch of over exaggeration ? 

The story must have impressed Rev. Tyler, as he included an engraving of the encounter as a 
frontispiece to his book. 

 

 



William Turner lived the rest of his life in Kildwick.   

 He appears in the 1841 census as a Grocer.  
 In the 1847 tithe commutation document he is recorded as living in a house on the west side 

of Kildwick Main Street (presumably this was where he ran the grocery shop), and the tenant 
15 acres of farm land owned by the Lady of the Manor, Frances Mary Richardson Currer. 

 By the time of the 1851 census he had retired and was living on his pension from the East 
India Company.  The grocery business and farm had been taken over by his son. 

William Turned, the Kildwick tiger-man,  died on August 31st 1856 and was buried in the graveyard 
of St Andrew’s church.   

The following gravestone was photographed some years ago, probably in the late 1950s.  It has since 
disappeared - removed or overgrown. 

 

 



The full inscription reads: 

IN MEMORY OF 
Margaret Wife of 

William Turner of Kildwick, and 
Daughter of Thomas and Sarah Barker 

of the same place, who died October 7th 
1842, aged 57 years. 

ALSO of the above-named 
WILLIAM TURNER, 

who died August 31st 1856, aged 86 Years. 
  

Engaged in the Service of his Country as an 
ARTILLERYMAN 

at the Siege and Capture of 
SERINGAPATAM E.I. 

He survived that Event 
Upwards of half a Century. 

 


